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Greeting                                       Rev. Patricia Abell 
 
Welcome          Rev. Rebecca Iannicelli 
 
Prelude           “What Child Is This?”  
                           Jackson Henry, Director of Music Ministry at Franklin First UMC 
 
Call to Worship               based on Psalm 148  Rev. Dr. Antoine “Tony” Love 
 
Opening Hymn           “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (vs. 1 & 3)                           UMH 234 
 

Verse 1       Verse 3 
O come all ye faithful     Yea Lord we greet Thee 
Joyful and triumphant     Born this happy morning 
O come ye O come ye to Bethlehem   Jesus to Thee be all glory giv’n 
Come and behold Him     Word of the Father 
Born the King of angels     Now in flesh appearing 
Chorus       Chorus 
O come let us adore Him     O come let us adore Him 
O come let us adore Him     O come let us adore Him 
O come let us adore Him     O come let us adore Him 
Christ the Lord      Christ the Lord 

 
CCLI Song # 31054 

C. Frederick Oakeley | John Francis Wade 
© Words: Public Domain 

Music: Public Domain 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 2648763 

Prayer of Illumination                   Rev. Dr. Wanda Duckett 

First Reading          Isaiah 61:010 – 62: 3         Rev. Edgardo Rivera  

10 I surely rejoice in the LORD; 
    my heart is joyful because of my God, 

    because he has clothed me with clothes of victory, 
    wrapped me in a robe of righteousness 
    like a bridegroom in a priestly crown, 
    and like a bride adorned in jewelry. 

11 As the earth puts out its growth, 
    and as a garden grows its seeds, 

    so the LORD God will grow righteousness and praise before all the nations. 

62 For Zion’s sake I won’t keep silent, 
    and for Jerusalem’s sake I won’t sit still 

    until her righteousness shines out like a light, 
    and her salvation blazes like a torch. 

2 Nations will see your righteousness, 
    all kings your glory. 

You will be called by a new name, 
    which the LORD’s own mouth will determine. 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
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3 You will be a splendid garland in the LORD’s hand, 
    a royal turban in the palm of God’s hand. 

Second Reading                         Galatians 4: 4-7           Rev. Dr. Johnsie Cogman 

4 But when the fulfillment of the time came, God sent his Son, born through a woman, and born under 
the Law. 5 This was so he could redeem those under the Law so that we could be adopted. 6 Because 
you are sons and daughters, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba, Father!” 
7 Therefore, you are no longer a slave but a son or daughter, and if you are his child, then you are 
also an heir through God. 

Hymn                      “What Child Is This?”                                         UMH 219  

Verse 1       Verse 2 

What Child is this who laid to rest    Why lies He in such mean estate 
On Mary's lap is sleeping     Where ox and ass are feeding 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet   Good Christians fear for sinners here 
While shepherds watch are keeping   The silent Word is pleading 
This this is Christ the King     This this is Christ the King 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing   Whom shepherds guard and angels sing 
Haste haste to bring Him laud    Haste haste to bring Him laud 
The Babe the Son of Mary     The Babe the Son of Mary 

Verse 3 

So bring Him incense gold and myrrh 
Come peasant king to own Him 

The King of kings salvation brings 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him 

This this is Christ the King 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing 

Haste haste to bring Him laud 
The Babe the Son of Mary 

 
CCLI Song # 30983 

Unknown | William Chatterton Dix 
© Words: Public Domain 

Music: Public Domain 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 2648763 

Gospel          Luke 2: 22-40                      Rev. Gerard A. Green, Jr.  

22 When the time came for their ritual cleansing, in accordance with the Law from Moses, they brought 
Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord. (23 It’s written in the Law of the Lord, “Every 
firstborn male will be dedicated to the Lord.”) 24 They offered a sacrifice in keeping with what’s stated 
in the Law of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons. 

25 A man named Simeon was in Jerusalem. He was righteous and devout. He eagerly anticipated the 
restoration of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 The Holy Spirit revealed to him that he 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
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wouldn’t die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 Led by the Spirit, he went into the temple area. 
Meanwhile, Jesus’ parents brought the child to the temple so that they could do what was customary 
under the Law. 28 Simeon took Jesus in his arms and praised God. He said, 

29 “Now, master, let your servant go in peace according to your word, 
30     because my eyes have seen your salvation. 
31 You prepared this salvation in the presence of all peoples. 
32 It’s a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
    and a glory for your people Israel.” 

33 His father and mother were amazed by what was said about him. 34 Simeon blessed them and said 
to Mary his mother, “This boy is assigned to be the cause of the falling and rising of many in Israel 
and to be a sign that generates opposition 35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed. And 
a sword will pierce your innermost being too.” 

36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, who belonged to the tribe of Asher. She 
was very old. After she married, she lived with her husband for seven years. 37 She was now an 84-
year-old widow. She never left the temple area but worshipped God with fasting and prayer night and 
day. 38 She approached at that very moment and began to praise God and to speak about Jesus to 
everyone who was looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 

39 When Mary and Joseph had completed everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to 
their hometown, Nazareth in Galilee. 40 The child grew up and became strong. He was filled with 
wisdom, and God’s favor was on him. 

Message               “Holy Longing:  Waiting With Conviction”            Rev. Ann LaPrade  

The Work of Christmas 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back with their flock, 

The work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost, 

To heal the broken, 

To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 

To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among others, 

To make music in the heart. 

Howard Thurman  
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Invitation to Christian Discipleship                                    Rev. John Wunderlich III 
 
Special Music              Christmas Medley           UMC Worldwide Christmas Choir 
 
Bidding Prayers                           Rev. J.W. Park 
 
Special Music                  “O Holy Night”                     Hillsong 
 

CCLI Song # 7095544 
Dylan Thomas | John Sullivan Dwight | Michael Guy Chislett | Placide Cappeau 

© Words: Public Domain 
Music: 2017 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 2648763 

 
Thanksgiving           Rev. Dr. Antoine “Tony” Love 
 
Lord’s Prayer                  Rev. Gerard A. Green, Jr. 
 
Hymn          “Joy to the World”                                                UMH 246 

Verse 1      Verse 2  

Joy to the world the Lord is come   Joy to the earth the Savior reigns  
Let earth receive her King    Let men their songs employ 
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room   While fields and floods rocks hills and plains 
And heav'n and nature sing   Repeat the sounding joy 
And heav'n and nature sing   Repeat the sounding joy 
And heav'n and heav'n and nature sing  Repeat repeat the sounding joy 

Verse 3      Verse 4 

No more let sins and sorrows grow  He rules the world with truth and grace 
Nor thorns infest the ground   And makes the nations prove 
He comes to make His blessings flow  The glories of His righteousness 
Far as the curse is found    And wonders of His love 
Far as the curse is found    And wonders of His love 
Far as far as the curse is found   And wonders wonders of His love 

CCLI Song # 24016 
George Frideric Handel | Isaac Watts 

© Words: Public Domain 
Music: Public Domain 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 2648763 

Benediction            Rev. Rebecca Iannicelli  
    
Postlude                                    “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”       

    Jackson Henry, Director of Music Ministry at Franklin First UMC 
 

 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
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Please mail your tithes and offerings to Saint James UMC,  

                                  12470 Old Frederick Road, Marriottsville, MD 21104 

 

Special thank you to the Baltimore Washington Conference of the United Methodist Church,  

Bishop La Trelle Easterling and her Cabinet for the worship service today. 

 

Rev. Dr. Johnsie Cogman  Rev. Dr. Wanda Duckett       Rev. Gerard A. Green, Jr. 
Rev. Rebecca Iannicelli  Rev. Ann LaPrade        Rev. Dr. Antoine “Tony” Love 
Rev. J.W. Park   Rev. Edgardo Rivera       Rev. John Wunderlich III 

 


