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*Please stand as able 

Gathering 
 
Prelude       “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”  arr. by John Carter     Offered by Clarice Snyder  

Copyright 2003 Hope Publishing Company.  All rights reserved. 
Reprinted / Podcast / Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-731215. All rights reserved. 

 

Welcome                      Rev. Patricia Abell 

Gathering Song        “Blessed Be the Name”                      UMH 63 
 

Blessed be the name!  
Blessed be the name! 

Blessed be the name of the Lord! 
Blessed be the name!  
Blessed be the name! 

Blessed be the name of the Lord! 
 

USA campmeeting chorus 
Arr. by Ralph E. Hudson, 1887 

            
Call to Worship                 Nancy Janson 
        
ONE:  Beloved, what worship does God desire of us? 
 ALL:  To do justice, love kindness, and live humbly with God. 
In our life together as the body of Christ, what worship does God desire of us? 
 To do justice, love kindness, and live humbly with God. 
When we share the good news with all creation, what worship does God desire of us? 
 To do justice, love kindness, and live humbly with God. 
Come, let us worship God with justice, kindness, and humility! 
 We come to worship God with our voices and our lives. Thanks be to God! Amen. 

Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, July 2025 
 

Opening Prayer                Nancy Janson 
Oh God, Our Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer- How do we thank you? How do we show our gratitude? 
Do you want signs and sacrifices? Do you want gold and cattle? Can we turn over our children to 
you? Would that repay our debt, make everything right? Tell us, what do you require in return for all 
your goodness? Oh God, Our teacher, example, companion— You have shown us what is good, and 
call us to remember that what you require is not repayment of debt or settling the score, but 
obedience. Show us, God, When to do justice, how to love kindness, and where to walk, humbly, with 
you. Amen. 

Written by Dana Cassell, a former BVS volunteer. Posted on the Church of the Brethren website, 
https://www.brethren.org/. Re-posted on the re:Worship blog at https://reworship. 

blogspot.com/2014/01/prayer-micah-6-6-8.html. 
 

*Opening Hymn                  “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling”                 UMH 348 

1.  Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling   Refrain 
Calling for you and for me     Come home come home 
See on the portals He's waiting and watching  Ye who are weary come home 
Watching for you and for me    Earnestly tenderly Jesus is calling 
        Calling O sinner come home 
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2.  Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading 3.  Time is now fleeting the moments are passing 
Pleading for you and for me    Passing from you and from me 
Why should we linger and heed not His mercies Shadows are gathering deathbeds are coming 
Mercies for you and for me     Coming for you and for me 
Refrain       Refrain 
 

4.  O for the wonderful love He has promised 
Promised for you and for me 

Tho we have sinned He has mercy and pardon 
Pardon for you and for me 

 
CCLI Song # 28380 

William Lamartine Thompson 
© Words: Public Domain; Music: Public Domain 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 2648763 

 
Prayer of Confession                Nancy Janson 
ONE:  Micah reminds us that our prayers, fasting, and pious ritual must be lived out in compassion and 
justice: When we forget the fast you desire—To do justice, and rise up for the powerless: 
 ALL:  Lord, have mercy. 
When we forget the prayer you love—To show compassion and care for those in need: 
 Christ, have mercy. 
When we forget the rituals you require—To create relationships of righteousness and peace: 
 Lord have mercy. 
 

Words of Assurance                 Nancy Janson 
             
 
Passing of the Peace                 Nancy Janson      
       Proclaiming 
Children’s Message                   Jelinda Blum 
                               
Scripture                Micah 6: 1-8 (NRSVue)           

               

Word in Music              “What Does the Lord Require of You”            TFWS 2174 
         

What does the Lord require of you 
What does the Lord require of you 

Justice kindness 
Walk humbly with your God 

To seek justice and love kindness 
And walk humbly with your God 

 
CCLI Song # 456859 

Jim Strathdee 
© 1986 Strathdee Music 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 2648763 

 
Message                      “What Is Good”              Rev. Patricia Abell  
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Responding 
 
Pastoral Prayer           Rev. Patricia Abell 
                     
*Doxology           “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                   UMH 94   

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God All creatures here below 

Alleluia alleluia 
Praise God the source of all our gifts 

Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifts 
Praise the Spirit Holy Spirit 

Alleluia alleluia alleluia 
 

CCLI Song # 3063266  
 Gilbert H. Vieira | Ralph Vaughan Williams | Thomas Ken 

© Words: 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)  |  Music: Public Domain 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com   

CCLI License # 2648763 
 

Holy Communion 
 

Going Forth 

 

*Closing Hymn             “Rejoice in God’s Saints”                          UMH 708        
 
1.  Rejoice in God's saints today and all days  2.  Some march with events to turn them God’s way 
A world without saints forgets how to praise  Some need to withdraw the better to pray 
Their faith in acquiring the habit of prayer  Some carry the gospel through fire and through flood 
Their depth of adoring Lord help us to share  Our world is their parish their purpose is God 
 

3.  Rejoice in those saints unpraised and unknown 4.  Rejoice in God’s saints today and all days 
Who bear someone's cross or shoulder their own A world without saints forgets how to praise 
They share our complaining our comforts our cares In loving in living they prove it is true 
What patience in caring what courage is theirs  The way of self-giving Lord leads us to you 
 

CCLI Song # 595442 
Fred Pratt Green | William Croft 

© Words: 1973, 1980 Hope Publishing Company; Music: Public Domain 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 2648763 
 
Benediction                     Rev. Patricia Abell 

 

Postlude                   “Sent Forth by God's Blessing” setting by John A. Behnke    Offered by Clarice Snyder 

Copyright 1998 Concordia Publishing House St. Louis, Mo. 
Reprinted / Podcast / Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-731215. All rights reserved. 
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Questions for Reflection 

How do we live in hope of a reality we cannot yet see or, at best, catch only fleeting glimpses?  
Where in your community’s life of prayer and service do you see instances of God’s justice, peace, and 

healing?  
Then give thanks, and ask God, Where am I being called to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly into all 

blessedness in the ordinary course of my day?   
 

Household Prayer: Morning 
Blessed God, I yearn to see your vision of justice, love, and peace made real for me this day.   

Open my eyes to the way of love that I may see your brilliant light  
shining into the hidden places of my heart and the darkened corners of the world. Amen. 

 
Household Prayer: Evening 

Loving God, you led me in the way of life this day and now call me to the way of rest.  
I give thanks for your light that illumined my path today.   

Now, it is night.  As you beckon me to enter into holy darkness  
where I am one with you in your realm of uncreated light, I open to you in peace.. Amen 

 

 
 
Resources:  
* GLORY REVEALED. EPIPHANY, Year A Worship Series. UMC Discipleship Ministries, 2025. 
*Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year A, Volume 1 © 2013 Westminster John Knox 
Press. 
*Abingdon Worship Annual 2026 ©2025  
 

Hymns/songs licensed under One License #A-731215 and CCLI #2648763 

 
Scan this for a direct link to Saint James Website   
 
Saint James UMC is a Lighthouse Congregation of the Baltimore-Washington  

Conference of the United Methodist Church. 


