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*Please stand as able 

Gathering 
 
Prelude        “The Summons (Will You Come and Follow Me)” arr. by Anne Krentz Organ 

                   Offered by Clarice Snyder  
Copyright 2000 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved 

Reprinted / Podcast / Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-731215. All rights reserved. 
 

Welcome                      Rev. Patricia Abell 

Gathering Song        “Blessed Be the Name”                      UMH 63 
 

Blessed be the name!  
Blessed be the name! 

Blessed be the name of the Lord! 
Blessed be the name!  
Blessed be the name! 

Blessed be the name of the Lord! 
 

USA campmeeting chorus 
Arr. by Ralph E. Hudson, 1887 

            
Call to Worship                Susan Mascaro 
ONE:  Children of God, when fears press in on every side, we can proclaim with confidence: 
 ALL:  God is our light and salvation! Whom shall we fear? 
When our problems overwhelm us and we feel pressed in on every side, we can declare with confidence: 
 God is the stronghold of our lives! Of whom shall we be afraid? 
No matter the troubles we face, we seek after God and to live in the house of God forever. 
 God shelters and protects us in the day of trouble. 
Come, let us worship God with joy, for God is our light and salvation! 
 We come to worship as bearers of the Light. Thanks be to God! Amen. 

Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, July 2025. 
 

*Opening Hymn                “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”                     UMH 361 

1.  Rock of Ages cleft for me    2.  Not the labors of my hands 
Let me hide myself in thee     Can fulfill the law’s demands 
Let the water and the blood    Could my zeal no respite know 
From thy wounded side which flowed   Could my tears forever flow 
Be of sin the double cure     All for sin could not atone 
Save from wrath and make me pure   Thou must save and thou alone 

3.  Nothing in my hand I bring    4.  While I draw this fleeting breath 
Simply to the cross I cling     When mine eyes shall close in death 
Naked come to thee for dress    When I soar to worlds unknown 
Helpless look to thee for grace    See thee on thy judgment throne 
Foul I to the fountain fly     Rock of Ages cleft for me 
Wash me Savior or I die     Let me hide myself in thee 

CCLI Song # 40588 
Augustus Montague Toplady | Thomas Hastings 

© Words: Public Domain 
Music: Public Domain 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 2648763 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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Prayer of Confession                      Susan Mascaro 
Holy Christ, we come to You knowing that we have fallen away from your intentions for us. We have 
followed the paths of greed and envy, turned away from our brothers and sisters in need in order to 
satisfy our own desires. You gave your life for us, and yet we are willing to give so little at times. 
Forgive us for not understanding that You laid down your life for us. Forgive us for not recognizing 
the sacrifice of love, to live for others instead of ourselves. Call us back to repent and return to the 
kingdom of God. In your precious name, we pray. Amen. 
 
Words of Assurance              Susan Mascaro 

 
Passing of the Peace              Susan Mascaro 

       Proclaiming 
Children’s Message                  Tainya Clarke 
            
Scripture         Psalm 27: 1, 4-9 (NRSVue)          Susan Mascaro 

          Matthew 4: 12-23 (NRSVue)     

 
Word in Music                       “Two Fisherman”                       TFWS 2101 
 
1.  Two fishermen, who lived     2.  And as he walked along the shore 
along the Sea of Galilee,     ‘twas James and John he’d find 
stood by the shore to cast      and these two sons of Zebedee 
their nets into an ageless sea.    Would leave their boats behind. 
Now Jesus watched them from afar,   Their work and all they held so dear 
then called them each by name.    they left beside their nets. 
It changed their lives, these simple men;   Their names they’d heard as Jesus called; 
they'd never be the same.     They came without regret. 
"Leave all things you have      “Leave all things you have 
and come and follow me."     and come and follow me.” 
 
3.  O Simon Peter, Andrew,     4.  And you, good Christians, 
James, and John beloved one,    one and all who’d follow Jesus’ way, 
you heard Christ's call      come leave behind 
to speak good news      what keeps you bound 
revealed to God's own Son.    To trappings of our day, 
Susanna, Mary, Magdalene     and listen as he calls your name 
who traveled with your Lord,    to come and follow near, 
you ministered to him      for still he speaks in varied ways 
with joy for he is God adored.    To those his call will hear. 
"Leave all things you have      “Leave all things you have 
and come and follow me."     and come and follow me.” 
 

Words © 1986; music © 1970 GIA Publications, Inc. 
 
Message                  “Carrying the Light”             Rev. Patricia Abell  
        
       Responding 
Prayers of Intercession                     Susan Mascaro  
    Response:     God of light, hear our prayer. 
Lord’s Prayer                       
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*Doxology           “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                 UMH 94   

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God All creatures here below 

Alleluia alleluia 
Praise God the source of all our gifts 

Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifts 
Praise the Spirit Holy Spirit 

Alleluia alleluia alleluia 
 

CCLI Song # 3063266  
 Gilbert H. Vieira | Ralph Vaughan Williams | Thomas Ken 

© Words: 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)  |  Music: Public Domain 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com   

CCLI License # 2648763 
 

Going Forth 

 

*Closing Hymn          “The Church’s One Foundation”                  UMH 546        
 
1.  The church's one foundation     2.  Called forth from every nation 
Is Jesus Christ our Lord      Yet one o’er all the earth 
We are His new creation      Our charter of salvation 
By water and the Word      One Lord one faith one birth 
From heaven He came and sought us    One holy name professing 
That we might ever be      And at one table fed 
His living servant people      To one hope always pressing 
By His own death set free      By Christ’s own Spirit led 
 
3.  Though with a scornful wonder    4.  Mid toil and tribulation 
The world sees us oppressed     And tumult of our war 
By schisms rent asunder      We wait the consummation 
By heresies distressed      Of peace forevermore 
Yet saints their watch are keeping    Till with the vision glorious 
Their cry goes up how long     Our longing eyes are blest 
But soon the night of weeping     And the great church victorious 
Shall be the morn of song      Shall be the church at rest 
 

5.  We now on earth have union 
With God the Three in One 

And share through faith communion 
With those whose rest is won 

Oh happy ones and holy 
Lord give us grace that we 

Like them the meek and lowly 
On high may dwell with Thee 

 
CCLI Song # 3573134 

Laurence Hull Stookey | Samuel John Stone 
© 1983 The United Methodist Publishing House 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 2648763 

 
 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
https://www.ccli.com/
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Benediction                       Rev. Patricia Abell 
ONE:  God is our light, our hope, our all in all: 
 ALL:  Blessed be God, now and forever! 
Christ is our home, our life, our joy: 
 Blessed be God, now and forever! 
Our worship concludes; our service continues. 
 Blessed be God, now and forever! 

Posted on the United Church of Christ’s Worship Ways Archive, http://www.ucc.org/. Re-posted on the 
re:Worship blog at https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2013/02/benediction-god-is-our-light.html. 

 
Postlude                              "The Church's One Foundation”              Offered by Clarice Snyder 

Public Domain 

 
 

Question for Reflection 

What does Jesus mean when he calls his follower to be “fishers of people”?  
What must I leave behind to be a faithful disciple of Jesus?? 

 
Household Prayer: Morning 

Lord Jesus, you call me to be a faithful disciple.   
Enable me to hear your voice above the distractions of this day, 

to see each challenge as an opportunity for faithful witness,  
and to offer myself in obedient service in all that I do. Amen. 

 
Household Prayer: Evening 

Your face, O Lord, have I sought this day and your beauty have I beheld. 
I have seen you in the face of the stranger, and beheld your beauty in creation. 

Thank you, and keep me aware. Amen. 
 

Resources:  
* GLORY REVEALED. EPIPHANY, Year A Worship Series. UMC Discipleship Ministries, 2025. 
*Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year A, Volume 1 © 2013 Westminster John Knox 
Press. 
*Abingdon Worship Annual 2026 ©2025  
 

Hymns/songs licensed under One License #A-731215 and CCLI #2648763 

 
Scan this for a direct link to Saint James Website   
 
Saint James UMC is a Lighthouse Congregation of the Baltimore-Washington  

Conference of the United Methodist Church. 


