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Gathering

Prelude “An Angel from on High” Offered by Dr. Alex Bi
John Tullidge
Public Domain
Welcome Donna Benson, CLS
Call to Worship Mary Anne Espenshade

ONE: Children of God, some of us come today with songs of joy, rejoicing at all God has done for us.

ALL: We come to remember God’s steadfast love and faithfulness.
Some of us come today with songs of mourning in our hearts, feeling the weight of loss, isolation, and
loneliness.

We come to remember God’s steadfast love and faithfulness.
Some of us come today with songs of worry and distress, overwhelmed by the troubles and the sufferings of
the world.

We come to remember God’s steadfast love and faithfulness.
In our joy, our sorrow, our isolation, and our worry, God is faithful!

We come to sing God’s praises, for in all things, God’s steadfast love and faithfulness never

fail. Thanks be to God! Amen.

Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, May 2026.

Opening Prayer Mary Anne Espenshade
Loving Father, we come to You today to give thanks and praise. You are good, and Your love never
ends. We sing to You and tell of Your wonderful works. We remember the mighty acts You have done
through all generations. Open our hearts today, Lord. Help us to praise you. Help us to remember
Your acts. In Your holy name, we pray. Amen.

*Opening Hymn “Be Thou My Vision” UMH 451
1. Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 2. Be thou my wisdom and thou my true word
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art; | ever with thee and thou with me Lord

Thou my best thought, by day or by night, Thou and thou only first in my heart

Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. Great God of heaven my treasure thou art

3. Great God of heaven, my victory won,
May | reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,

Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.

Text: Ancient Irish; trans. by Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931; versed by Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-
Music: Trad. Irish melody; harm. by Carlton R. Young, 1963
Alt. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House; harm. © 1964 Abingdon Press

Prayer of Confession Donna Benson, CLS
ONE: God is with you, Christ is present, the Holy Spirit surrounds you and unites us all.
ALL: But we have turned our eyes to the challenges of this life, lost our focus on God, and are
sinking in sin.
You can begin again. Imagine a new way of being.
We have cast aside our dreams to maintain the familiar. We have cast aside the dreams of
others, fearful of what they might mean.

*Please stand as able



God loves you, Christ will lift you from the waves of doubt, and the Holy Spirit will rescue you from currents of
insecurity and alienation. In these moments of quiet reflection, confess to God all that separates you from God
and one another.

(Offer silent prayers of confession)

Assurance of Pardon Donna Benson, CLS
Take heart, do not be afraid. Every one who calls upon God’s name will be saved. We are forgiven.
ALL: Thanks be to God! Amen.

Written by Rev. Dr. Bob Gross and posted on the Worship Ways website of the United Church of Christ at https://www.ucc.org/worship-way/pentecost 10 august 9/.

Passing the Peace Mary Anne Espenshade
The peace of Christ be with you. People: And also with you.

Proclaiming
Scripture Psalm 105: 1-5 (NIV) Mary Anne Espenshade
Matthew 14:22-33 (NIV)
Sermonic Hymn ‘I Want Jesus to Walk With Me” UMH 521
1. I want Jesus to walk with me. (walk with me) 2. In my trials, Lord, walk with me (walk with me)
| want Jesus to walk with me. (walk with me) In my trials, Lord, walk with me. (walk with me)
All along my pilgrim journey, When my heart is almost breaking,

Lord, | want Jesus to walk with me. (walk with me) Lord, | want Jesus to walk with me (walk with me)

3 When I’'m troubled, Lord, walk with me. (walk with me)
When I'm troubled, Lord, walk with me. (walk with me)
When my head is bowed in sorrow,

Lord, | want Jesus to walk with me. (walk with me)

Afro-American Spiritual
Arr. By William Farley Smith (1986)
Adapt. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing Co.

Message “Sing Praises and Remember” Donna Benson, CLS

Prayer of Intercession Mary Anne Espenshade
Response: In every season of life, we will praise You
Lord’s Prayer

*Doxology “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” UMH 95

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him all creatures here below
Praise Him above ye heavenly host
Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost

CCLI Song # 2730466
Thomas Ken | Public Domain
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 2648763

*Please stand as able
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Going Forth

*Closing Hymn “‘Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” UMH 127
1. Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, 2. Open now the crystal fountain,

pilgrim through this barren land. Whence the healing stream doth flow

| am weak, but thou art mighty; Let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my

hold me with thy powerful hand. Journey through.

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, Strong deliverer, strong deliverer,

feed me till | want no more; be thou still my strength and shield

feed me till | want no more. be thou still my strength and shield

Benediction

Postlude

Lighthouse

*Please stand as able

3. When | tread the verge of Jordan,
bid my anxious fears subside;
death of death and hell's destruction,
land me safe on Canaan's side.
Songs of praises, songs of praises,
| will ever give to thee;
| will ever give to thee.

Words: William Williams, 1745; trans. from the Welsh by Peter Williams and the author, 1771
Music: John Hughes, 1907
Public Domain

Donna Benson, CLS

“You Can Make the Pathway Bright” Offered by Dr. Alex Bi

James Dungan
Public Domain

Scan this for a direct link to Saint James Website

Saint James UMC is a Lighthouse Congregation of the Baltimore-Washington
Conference of the United Methodist Church



